


GOLD DISCOVERED IN ALASKA IN 1895:

This presentation is meant to be used as a companion with the Adventures of Peter Decoto as related to 
Ruth D. Chute in the Hayward Daily Review in a series of articles printed in January 1931. The maps and 
photographs in this presentation will mirror the travels and adventures of Peter Decoto in the Kenai 
Peninsula (pronounced Kee – nay) during 1895 and 1896; and the Klondike gold rush in Canada in 1897.

The Kenai strike of 1895 lacks documentation as to maps and photographs that the Klondike strike in 
Canada received just two years later. Apparently few photographers made the trip to the Kenai Peninsula. 
There is some documentation but it will be relatively short.

The Klondike strike of 1897 has hundreds of photographs and dozens of maps. Most of the photographs 
used in this portion of the presentation are used under the license of the University of Washington, which 
has graciously allowed me to use the collections of Eric A. Hegg, Frank La Roche and William E. Meed, 
noted photographers of the trial and tribulations of the 1897 Stampeders.

PETER DECOTO’S ADVENTURE IN THE KENAI PENINSULA:

After a 90-day trip from San Francisco (it was scheduled as a 10-day trip), the barkentine “Marian” sailed 
up the Cook Inlet to Ladd’s Station on the northwest part of the Cook Inlet. From there the Marian headed 
into Turnagain Bay on the northern part of the Kenai Peninsula to a small village on the Resurrection 
Creek. This village was probably Hope, Alaska, which still exists today on the mouth of Resurrection Creek. 
The excitement was on the Bear and Mills Creeks, but Decoto and his partner joined a company of six on a 
claim on the Resurrection Creek. The party of miners took all summer to get to bedrock and after they 
“cleaned up” they realized $42 in gold dust, only $7 apiece.

Decoto stayed until the following year and with a new partner leased a claim on Canyon Creek, a branch of 
Six-Mile Creek. In three weeks they took out $5,000.





Peter Decoto landed on the Kenai Peninsula on July 1895. The excitement was was on the Mills and Bear Creeks. Peter spent 
the first year on the Resurrection Creek, netting $7 for his first year’s labor. The next year  Peter and his new partner pulled
$5,000 out of Canyon Creek, a branch of Six Mile Creek, in three weeks.

























GOLD DISCOVERED IN THE KLONDIKE:

Peter Decoto had some luck in the summer of 1896, but because of the lack of water on his claim he had 
to move on. Further prospecting on Mills Flat didn’t pan out and Peter left for Seattle to try to sell his 
claim. Not having any luck with selling his claim, he returned to draw what money he had left.

Gold in fabulous quantities had been struck in the Klondike and the greatest gold rush in history was on, 
with the storm-swept peaks of Alaska barring the converging thousands from the gold fields. Decoto 
arrived in Juneau, the outfitting point for the upper Yukon in 1897. The stores were short of clothing and 
other supplies and those who had already outfitted at San Francisco, Seattle or Victoria were fortunate.

The services of freighters and packers were in great demand. On the Chilkoot Trail the rate was 10 cents 
per pound to the top of the “hill,” and from there 10 cents a pound to Lake Lindeman, head of navigation 
to Dawson. The average outfit of a Klondiker weighed one ton.

Mushing to Dyea (about four miles from Skagway, Alaska), Decoto freighted from Dyea over the Chilkoot 
Pass and to Lake Lindeman all winter. From Dyea to the summit of Chilkoot Pass is about 19 miles. The 
method used was to move the outfit to the floor of the pass, and from there it was carried by pack to the 
summit, a 3,500 foot precipitous wall of rock reaching into the sky, being scaled by means of steps cut in 
the snow and ice. Burdened by a 100 pound pack, it took a strong man two hours to make the ascent. 
Once on the summit, the packers threw aside their loads and then slid to the bottom of the pass for 
another load. Six hours constituted a good day’s work at the pass.

Skagway (known as “Skaguay” in those days) was the point of disembarkment for the journey. From there 
it was about four miles to Dyea and the commencement of the Dyea Trail (also known as the Chilkoot 
Trail).







THE CHILKOOT TRAIL (AKA DYEA TRAIL)

FROM SKAGUAY TO DYEA TO LAKE BENNETT

















































































































































































































































































































































This ends the slide presentation of the Alaska Gold Rush of 1895 and the Klondike Gold 
Rush of 1897. Although none of the slides in this presentation depict Mr. Peter Decoto, the 
slides represent the trails he followed, the adventures he had seen and the locales he 
visited and worked. It gives us a local flavor to an epic global phenomenon known as the 
“GOLD RUSH DAYS.”


